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HUNDREDS of people will
converge on  Nottingham
today as the science industry
comes together for an an-
nual conference in the city

The event has been organ-
ised by Wiliordbased Sci-
entific Laboratory Supplies
(5L3), the business behind
everything from peiri dishes
to fume cabinets used by sci-
ence firms and research
laboratories.

It will see visitors from 17
different countries come to
the city in what amounts (o
one of the biggest scientific
gatherings in the city for
years.

Bosses at SLS say the num-
bers of people coming to the
event reflects Nottingham's
status as a national centre
for scientific expertise.

Peter Lister, the firm's op-

i grations director, said: *We

run this event every two
yvears, and this is now the

Experts:
Scientific
Laboratory
Supplies
show
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Peter Lister
and Rebecca
Quine

fourth time that we have hos-
ted it

“Nottingham's status as a
city of science is one of the
main reasons i1's 5o success-
ful and we see it 43 an op-
portunity for wvisitors fto
learn more both about us as
a company and Nottingham
asa place to do business."”

The SLS Show and Royal
Society of Chemistry Con-
ference 18 centred on the
East Midlands Conference
Centre,

People began to gather for
the event on Sunday, when
SLS hosted international
guests at Nottingham Castle,
They visited local laborat-
ories on Monday, and last
night there was a gala din-
ner for delegates at the De
Yere Orchard Hotel.

Besides exhibits of the
products which SLS supplies
to its clients, today’s RSC
show will include a series of
talks about the latest devel-
opments in science techno-
logy and innovation.

It is due to be hosted by
Vivienne Parry OBE, the sci-
ence writer and = broad-
caster.

SLS employs 150 people, 80
of them based at its oper-
ational headquarters at Wil-
ford Industrial estate,

The firm's turnover has
risen from £20m to £35m
over the past four years. It
has doubled its export trade

66 Nottingham's status as
a city of science is one
of the main reasons it's
50 successful

Pater Lister

in the last two years and
enjoys a particularly strong
presence in Nigeria.

Over 20 Nigerian guests
were due to fly in for the
show including the
vicechancellors of the Uni-
versity of lorin, Landmark

Conference reflects city status :
as centre of scientific expertise

University and Federal State
University as well as the
deputy vice chancellor of the
University of Lagos,

Together with senior re-
search colleagues, they will
be in Nottingham to learn
more about the UK's success
in commercialising medical
and pharmaceutical R&D.

Noel Connolly, interna-
tional sales manager for
SLS, has spent considerable
time in Migeria building re-
lations with the leading uni-
versities and Government.

He said: "There is enorm-
ous potential to work with
our Migerian colleagues by
providing the infrastructure
and equipment they need to
build their life science cap-
abilities, especially in the ag-
ricultural, wveterinary and
medical fields. Nottingham
aftracts a significant num-
ber of Nigerian Masters and
PhD students, so through
our African and Nottingham
offices we havea role in help:
ing maintain relations,”

{left-to-right):Vivienne




